Burwash Parish Council
Grant Awarding Policy – Adopted 09/08/16
Introduction
Parish Councils have legislative powers to be able to award grants which benefit the Parish and
its residents. Burwash Parish Council sets aside a sum of money each financial year to be
awarded in grants to organisations for projects that meet this requirement. The Council
recognises that any money it distributes in this way comes from the community itself via the
annual precept and that these funds are not unlimited. This policy document has been drawn up
to demonstrate a fair and transparent process for grant awards based upon merit and the
benefit derived by the wider community.
Policy
1. Applicants need to demonstrate how any funding provided by the Parish Council would
benefit residents in Burwash, Burwash Common or Burwash Weald.
2. The Council will not normally make grants to organisations outside the Parish Council
area unless it can be demonstrated that there will be direct benefits to our residents.
3. The Council will not consider applications from organisations intending to support or
oppose particular political parties nor from commercial ventures for private gain.
4. Applications from religious groups will be considered where there is a clear benefit to
the wider community.
5. Applications should normally be for ‘one-off’ grants.
6. Ongoing commitments to award grants will not be made. A fresh application will be
required for consideration each year.
7. The date and process for the submission of completed applications for the following
financial year will be advertised by the Parish Council each year and will be on the
Council website.
8. It is for organisations to ensure that they make themselves aware of and comply with
the grant application conditions and submission deadlines.
9. From time to time the Council may consider or invite grant applications for projects
that are guided by the specific objectives or activities of the Council.
Process
10. Grant application forms are available online or from the Parish Clerk. Completed forms
and supporting documentation should be returned to the Clerk through the Parish email account or PO Box. It is for grant applicants to confirm that their application has
been received.
11. Representatives from organisations/groups applying for funding are encouraged to
attend the relevant Council meeting to answer any questions which may arise whilst the
grant is being considered.
12. If successful, the grant will normally be made in a single payment.
How will the applications be assessed?
13. Each application will be assessed on its own merits and will be considered along with
other applications at a meeting of the Parish Council. To ensure as fair a distribution as
possible, the Council may take into account the amount and frequency of previous
awards.
14. The Council will consider:
a)
b)

whether it has the power to make the award
how well the grant will meet the needs of the community and/or provide positive
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c)
d)
e)

benefit to particular residents.
whether the organisation or group has undertaken other fundraising.
whether the organisation has had previous funding from the Parish Council
if relevant, how effective past funded projects have been

Terms and Conditions
15. The amount of the award will be at the complete discretion of the Parish Council
16. Grants will normally be awarded for capital projects, such as the purchase of equipment,
works to buildings or improvements to premises. In addition, the Council may support a
community event, festival or other special activity.
17. The benefit to the Parish or residents must be commensurate with the expenditure.
18. The Council may take into account any previous grant made to an organisation or group
when considering a new application.
19. Applications will not be considered retrospectively, where the expenditure had been
made, the project has been carried out or the event has taken place.
20. Any publicity surrounding the project or activity funded should clearly acknowledge the
provision of the Parish Council grant.
21. If the grant is for premises or to purchase equipment, a notice should be displayed to
recognise the community involvement via the Parish Council grant.
22. Grant recipients should provide the Council with a brief report on how their award was
spent and, where appropriate, include supporting material such as photographs or
testimonials. A representative will be invited to attend the Parish Assembly the
following year to detail how the grant award was used for the benefit of residents.
23. If the grant is put to purposes other than those for which it was awarded without the
prior approval of the Council, the recipient organisation or group will be required to
repay the grant to the Council.
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