
 

 

 
Burwash Parish Council 

Community and Communications Working Party 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 18thMarch 
Attended by:  
Cllr Alistair Coulthurst, Cllr Fiona Hosein, Cllr Keith Lloyd, Cllr Amy Mack, Cllr Brian Newman (chair),  
Cllr Dominie Stemp, Cllr Berry Wraight, Sam Dowling 
 
 

 
1.  Apologies for Councillors’ Absence 
 Cllr Julian Kenny 
 
2.  Disclosures of Interest 

None 
 
3.  Minutes from the previous meeting 
 Agreed at previous Full Council meeting 
  
4 Updates: 
    Burwash Pennants (Berry) 
  These will be displayed in the communities from 1st April, by which time there could be 1600 
  Berry to organise helpers to put them in place with help from Councillors as needed 
 
    Burwash Facebook page (Alistair) 
  Alistair has met with Emma, who will ‘launch’ the site when she feels ready to do so. 
  It was considered that very little additional publicity would be required as the page would 
  generate its own interest, but it will be publicised on the e-bulletin. 
 
   Burwash in Bloom (Berry) 
  This will take place on the last Wednesday in June.  Berry will organise the distribution of 
  flyers and publicity.  An anonymous donation has been made to cover the award of prizes. 
 
  Royal British Legion Centenary event (Fiona) 
  The RBL are organising a celebration for their centenary year.  Villages have been invited to 
  light their beacons on 28th August.  Fiona and Keith have agreed to take responsibility for 
  the Village and Weald/Common beacons.  Fiona will make contact with the local branch  
  and, if possible will invite a local member of the branch to be involved. 
 
5 Parish Assembly 
  The secretary of the Burwash Village Hall has advised that, since the Government’s  
  publication of the ‘Road Map’, they are not taking bookings before 17th May.  In addition, 
  because of the limit on the number of people who can meet (30) it would not be feasible to 
  have an open meeting. 
 
Action:  Emma to cancel the booking. 
 
  It was discussed if the Assembly could be held outdoors, but the logistics of this were  
  considered to be too great to manage.  It was also felt that a Zoom Assembly would not be 
  sufficiently inclusive.  



 

 

 
  It is therefore recommended to the full Council that a date for the Assembly is agreed after 
  June 21st when, all being well, an indoor meeting can be organised. 
 
  It was not discussed, but this does not preclude information about the Council’s work being 
  shared online before the Assembly is held. 
 
  The AGM would be held via Zoom as previously agreed 
 
Action:  Emma to advise if the delay of the Assembly is permitted. 
 
6 Operation London Bridge 
  As notified at the Full Council Meeting on 9th March, Emma is responsible for the Operation 
  Bridge. 
 
7 Love Burwash 
  Sam Dowling discussed his suggestion of a Burwash litter picking scheme: documentation 
  had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was agreed that the Parish Council should be 
  invited to support this initiative.  It was agreed that the scheme should be in place by 17th 
  May. 
 
Action:  Sam is to contact the Heathfield Parish Council Litter picking groups  
  (The group responsible id called: Brighter Heathfield: they have a website entry on  
  www.Heathfield.net and the organiser given there is Jean Lenihan, 01435 863392) 
   
Action:  Sam to provide date and times for a Zoom meeting with Emma and myself to discuss 
  Issues such as liability, risk assessments, use of Love Burwash Resources, recruitment of  
  volunteers etc. 
 
Resolution: The Parish Council should support the Litter Picking Scheme, by providing resources and  
  funding as necessary, and enabling those taking part to come under the umbrella of the  
  Council’s Insurance. 
 
  It was agreed to hold a ‘Love Burwash’ event in October, when the school would be under a 
  little less pressure and would be invited to take an active part.  Amy suggested a number of 
  activities which children might undertake.  Keith offered to help with children’s groups  
  (Cubs, Scouts etc with which he is involved. 
  It was also agreed that one of the activities would be to clear leaves from the pavements as 
  these were a cause for concern. 
 
  Love Burwash would be organised on a local community basis.  Amy offered to be the   
  person responsible for the activity in her neighbourhood, and Keith has a volunteer to help 
  with the work in the Weald/Common.  Further work on the organisation of this will be  
  carried out over the next few meetings. 
   
  There followed a discussion on the possibility of a whole community celebration of the  
  ‘ending’ of the Lockdown, based on the example of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee celebrations 
  in Burwash, with activities shared between Swan Meadow and the Pavilion and Playing  
  Fields in Burwash Common. 

http://www.heathfield.net/


 

 

  Initial conversations with representatives of the BPFA and the Committee of the Burwash 
  Common Pavilion suggest that an approach to them for engagement in the organisation of 
  an event. 
 
Action:  Fiona to contact the BPFA and Pavilion/Playing Field Committees to discuss what might be 
  possible, and if so, what dates could be considered. 
 
8 Development of the Playground at Swan Meadow 
  A number of parishioners had approached a Councillor about the possibility of making  
  improvements to the children’s playground on Swan Meadow. 
  The background to the status of Swan Meadow was shared with the group:  it is not a  
  responsibility of the Parish Council but has its own Association and Committee.  It is  
  therefore not possible for the Council to act unilaterally on changes and improvements. 
 
  However, it was acknowledged that following recent changes to the membership of the  
  BPFA Association, they were not in a strong position to discuss developments.  It was  
  considered that the Parish Council should engage with the BPFA and offer such support as 
  might be helpful, such as raising the profile of the BPFA on the website, Facebook page and 
  the e-bulletin. 
 
Action:  Amy to contact them to offer her help on the Committee. 
  Brian to contact them to offer help to raise their profile on  Parish Council sites. 
 
9 Dates for future meetings: 
  Thursday 15 April 
  Thursday 25th May 
 
  Future agenda items to include: 
   
  Updates on  
   Love Burwash, including Litter Picking scheme 
   Parish Assembly 
   Post Lock down event 
  How the Council presents itself to the Community (Keith) 


