
Burwash Parish Council 
Environment and Maintenance Working Group 

Minutes 
Tuesday 16th March 2020 7pm 

If anyone would like to include an item for a future agenda please contact Julian Kenny at 
Cllr.julian.kenny@burwashpc.org.uk 

 
Present: Halina Keep, Sylvie Franklin, Helga Castle, Antonia Stapylton-Smith, Colin Chapman, Keith Lloyd,   
Anne Newson, Julian Kenny (Chair) 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

None 
 

2. Disclosures of Interest 
None 

 
3. Minutes from the previous meeting 

Agreed 
 

4. Burwash Common Triangle Trees 
It was confirmed that the trees on the Burwash Common triangle are maintained by East Sussex.  

 
5. Lime Trees 

Colin informed the meeting that East Sussex have agreed to pollard the lime trees in early April, although 
approximately one third of the trees have already been pollarded by local residents. Moving forward we will 
need to get a definite decision on how the trees are cared for. Some of the trees were adopted by local 
residents several years ago, some of whom care for their trees, some plant flowers around the base of their 
adopted trees, although some trees have just been left. There is an issue as the adopter list as is out of date 
and some of the adopters are no longer in the village. 
 
East Sussex have agreed to do the pollarding from now on, however, they will not clear the new growth on 
the sides of the trees. It was felt that all of the trees should ideally be trimmed each year in October as the 
leaves can be taken away at the same time (or possibly the trimmings could be cut in Spring). Either way it 
the trimming work should be done by a professional company e.g. Frogheath and that adopters should not 
be doing this work.  

 
As the adopters list is out of date. Julian has offered to contact the owners by getting the list from Emma. 
The group felt that it is a good idea to continue with adoptee process with adopters paying an annual fee. 
Even if only a few trees are adopted, the annual fee they pay will go towards a professional tree trim for all 
trees in the village. 
 
ACTIONS:  
a. Julian will get the old list of adopters and contact all adopters to see whether they would like to continue 

and to pay an annual fee. 
b. Julian will draft a paper on ways forward with the trees to put to the April Parish Council meeting. He will 

send a draft paper round to all E+M attendees to check before it is submitted to the Council. 
 

 
6. Car park huts and allotments  

Keith has looked at the hut and there are several issues with the building. The windows, doors many of the 

outside boards need replacing. The roof is in a bad state of repair and will also need considerable work doing 

to it.  Keith has got estimates for doors and windows and panels, but not yet for the roof. 

 



As it is likely that the toilet block in the car park will be demolished. We may have to look into adding a 

disabled toilet into any refurbishment. Although there is a cheaper option of paying the café/pubs an annual 

fee for our staff and others to be able to use their toilets. 

 

Either way, this is obviously a big undertaking for the Parish Council. Both Emma and Keith have been 

looking into grants that may be available to help with the considerable cost. 

 

There was some discussion about using the Parish Room in the Village Hall, but as a drop in for parishioners 

it was felt that it wasn’t central enough and there is currently no Internet access in the Village Hall. The 

group felt that it was important for the Parish Council to have a presence in the centre of the village so that 

parishioners can drop in to discuss issues with staff. It may be possible to just have an office in the centre of 

the village and to use the Village Hall for meetings.  

 

The group felt that there were three main options: 

 

1. Do a full refurbishment of the building 

2. Demolish half of the building to keep the office and add a toilet (what would happen 

to the Internet Café?) 

3. Demolish the current building and rebuild or replace it with a second hand building 

e.g. an old army barracks building that could be placed on site 

ACTION: Julian to write a paper for the April Parish Council and send it round to the team to the team before 

submission  

7. Next Agenda 
Lime Trees  
Car Park + hut  
Litter pick  
 

8. Date of next meeting Tuesday 20th March  
 

 
 

 


