
BURWASH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Draft Minutes of the Community and Communications Working Party held virtually by Zoom 
on Thursday 21st January, 2021 at 7pm. 

Attended by: Cllr. Berry Wraight (Chair), Cllr. Fiona Hosein, Cllr. Julian Kenny, Cllr. Brian 
Newman, Cllr. Dominie Stemp, Alistair Coulthurst, Graham Lewis, Halina Keep and Sylvie 

Franklin. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence. 
There were none. 
 

2. Disclosures of Interest. 
There were none. 
 

3. Minutes from the previous meeting held on 19th November 2020. 
Approved at Full Council. 
 

4. Coronavirus Response. 
The E-Bulletin is regularly sent out with details of contact for people if help was needed, 
and both the E-Bulletin and the website continue to be regularly updated with current 
advice and information. It was noted that Claudette Neville is very active in helping the 
Community – she has taken over prescription/medication delivery and arranging of 
transport for those who need it, and the members of the Working Party expressed their 
thanks to her for her commitment. The telephone help is still active.  The Face Book 
Community Action Group continues to act as an unofficial Forum, a communal place for 
exploring ideas and questions. 
The Parish Council access details (phone and email) are also available as a source of 
assistance. The Coronavirus crisis is ongoing, and the help and assistance offered will 
need to be continually reevaluated. 
 

5. Flagpole near Kipling Statue. 
It has been suggested that the final siting for this should be by the Parish Room/Office, 
but this cannot be considered until any renovations have been completed. 
 

6. Burwash Facebook presence. 
Alistair Coulthurst had prepared a paper on the idea that an official Facebook Parish 
Council Notice Board could be set up, to be run in conjunction with the E-Bulletin and 
the website, the idea being to extend the reach of the Parish Council.  It would be 
essentially a Notice Board, but it could be set up such that that messages could be sent 
to the Admin and screened before posting on the page.  Although the idea was 
interesting, concern was expressed that it could create more work for the Parish Clerk 
and Assistant Clerk, and this would need to be discussed with them first. 
It was agreed that the amended paper should be put to the Full Council for discussion. 
ACTION: Alistair Coulthurst and Cllr. Fiona Hosein agreed that they would endeavour to 
get together a ‘mock-up’ of a possible page for the next Full Council meeting. 
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7. Parish Assembly. 
There was a discussion on possible ways to conduct a Parish Assembly, usually held in 
May but cancelled in May 2020 due to the first National Lockdown.  
ACTION: Sylvie Franklin agreed to prepare a short paper on the options available to put 
before the next Full Council meeting. 
 

8. Love Burwash Week. 
This was also cancelled last year due to the Coronavirus restrictions. It was felt that it 
should be reinstated this year, if at all possible, as it is a benefit to the Community, 
possibly mid-April, around Easter time. 
Ideas considered were: 
a. Continue with the clean-up to be conducted on the one day. 
b. Spread the tasks over a week, with volunteers being allocated particular 

responsibilities, ie finger posts. 
The possibility that volunteers would not be covered by Parish Council insurance if they 
worked individually was considered and would need to be discussed with the Insurers, 
although Graham Lewis felt that a suitable Risk Assessment could be carried out. 
ACTION: To consult the Parish Clerk regarding Insurance and include in the C&C Agenda 
for February. 
 

9. Review of E-Bulletin, including Policy. 
Cllr. Brian Newman had prepared an update to the Communications Policy adopted by 
the Council in 2016. 
ACTION: Full Council to resolve to adopt this amended Communications Policy. 
 

10. Burwash in Bloom. 
Traditionally held on the last Saturday in June, the discussion centred around how it 
should be conducted, i.e. publication of event, entrance fees, prizes, who should judge, 
etc. However, it was considered important that the event must have the support of the 
Parish Council. It was agreed that the event should be included on the Agenda of the 
C&C meeting in February for further discussion. 
ACTION: Full Council to resolve to support the Burwash in Bloom event. 
 

11. Dates for Future Meetings – all at 7pm. 
The dates for the next meetings were agreed at: 
February Thursday 18th 
March  Thursday 18th.  

12. Items for Future Agenda. 
a. Coronavirus response 
b. Burwash Facebook Notice Board. 
c. Parish Assembly 
d. Love Burwash Week. 
e. Burwash in Bloom. 
f. Use of Parish Room, possibly without toilet facilities being available. 


