
Burwash Parish Council 
Environment and Maintenance Working Group 

Minutes 
Tuesday 18th May April 2021 7pm 

If anyone would like to include an item for a future agenda please contact Julian Kenny at 
Cllr.julian.kenny@burwashpc.org.uk 

 
Present: Halina Keep, Sylvie Franklin, Helga Castle, Antonia Stapylton-Smith, Colin Chapman, Keith Lloyd, 
Brian Newman, Julian Kenny (Chair) 

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Anne Newson, Fiona Hosein.  

 
2. Disclosures of Interest 

None 
 

3. Minutes from the previous meeting 
Agreed 

 
4. Lime trees 

The lime trees have recently been pollarded by East Sussex and Colin has been clearing the lower branches 
for the last few weeks and will finish by the end of this week. The branches will need to be cleared again at 
the end of June or beginning of July.  
 
Julian sent an email out to the list of lime tree adopters from an old spreadsheet, however, only 2 people 
responded. It may be that people have moved away and/or that email addresses have changed. The two 
people who did respond were keen to continue with their trees and one of the adopters, who is responsible 
for 2 trees, is taking care of 8 trees.  
 
It was felt that we need wider communication to contact current adopters. We will put something out on the 
ebulletin and in the July parish newsletter asking current adopters to contact Julian to see whether we can 
continue with the adoption process.  
 
It was suggested that we also contact Sarah Raven ask her to design a planting plan which requires low 
maintenance and looks good through the seasons.  This could then be used on the few trees with no 
adopters, in the hope that others would wish to follow the same practice. 
 
ACTION: Brian will ask adopters to contact Julian via in the July parish newsletter and Julian will put a 
request for adopters to contact him via the ebulletin. Julian to contact Sarah Raven to ask for her input. 

 
5. Car park huts  

Keith gave an overview of the possible options for the Parish Office and Parish Room moving forward. As the 
Parish Council is looking to take over the car park from Rother, it appears that the most cost effective way 
forward is to continue with the current Parish Room and Parish Office as there would be no ground rent 
charges. The Parish Council will look at including some electronic charging points for cars. It may be possible 
to rent these and this could mean a small income for the Council.  

 
Keith will put the possible options with a comparative analysis of costs to the July Parish Council meeting. It 
may be possible to convert the toilet block, but costs may be prohibitive. Rother are planning to demolish 
the toilet block. If we use the current facilities, the Scouts have agreed that staff can use the disabled toilet 
in the Scout Hut and that people attending meetings will also be able to use the Scout hut toilet. If we do 
move forward with the refurbishment, the group felt that a good external refurbishment and a new 
noticeboard will be a positive step.  
 
ACTION: Keith will put a comparative cost analysis outlining all options to the July full Council meeting. 



 
6. Engaging youth groups in environmental concerns 

The group felt it was important to involve youth groups in environmental issues moving forward. Initially, it 
was felt that we could invite youth group leaders (Beavers, Brownies, Guides, Cubs, Scouts, SPEC and 
Burwash Schools) to come to the June meeting to discuss ways to engage young people. Moving forward we 
could also look at engaging Burwash students at secondary schools in Heathfield, Robertsbridge and 
Wadhurst.  
 
ACTION: Julian to invite local youth group leaders to the June E+M Meeting.  

 
7. Next agenda 

Look into ways we could use free Woodland Trust trees across the parish.  
 

8. Date of next meeting  
22nd June 7pm 

  


