
  

BBUURRWWAASSHH  PPAARRIISSHH  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  QQUUIIEETT  LLAANNEESS  PPOOLLIICCYY  

  
  

PPUURRPPOOSSEE  
 

The over-all aim of Quiet Lanes is to maintain the character of minor rural 

roads by seeking to contain rising traffic growth that is widespread in rural 
areas.  

The Parish Council’s purpose in creating this policy is the development and 

establishment of Quiet Lanes designations for suitable lanes within Burwash 

Parish in order to safeguard people who live, walk, ride and cycle in those 
lanes, and to protect the rural environment.  

  

DDEEFFIINNIITTIIOONN  

  

A Quiet Lane is a nationally recognised designation of single track road i.e. no 

white line markings and typically with less than 1,000 vehicle use per day.  

Quiet Lanes are minor rural roads or networks of minor rural roads appropriate 
for shared use by walkers, cyclists, horse riders and other vehicles. There are 

three key elements to a Quiet Lanes scheme: community involvement to 
encourage a change in user behaviour; area-wide direction signing to 

discourage through traffic; and Quiet Lane entry and exit signs to remind 

drivers that they are entering or leaving a Quiet Lane, a place where they may 

expect people to be using the whole of the road space for a range of activities.  

A Quiet Lane is hosted by a local, rural community, such as a parish or village 
group, who recognise that Quiet Lane designation can bring benefits to their 

local quality of life. 

AACCHHIIEEVVIINNGG  QQUUIIEETT  LLAANNEESS  DDEESSIIGGNNAATTIIOONNSS  IINN  BBUURRWWAASSHH  
 

The key to achieving statutory Quiet Lanes designation(s) is the Highway 
Authority. Prior to East Sussex County Council [ESCC] adopting a Quiet Lanes 

policy,  and allocating resources to progress applications for Quiet Lanes 

designation, the Parish Council will support the work towards presenting fully-

worked up plans, with full community support, and part finance in place. Early 

opportunities for success will be supported though the preparation of schemes 

that can be readily rubber stamped by ESCC, with minimal input required. 

 
Example interim measures for exploration with ESCC include: 

i. Continuance of ESCC posts along the verge indicating ‘Wildflower Verge’ with 

the ESCC emblem; 

ii. Advice and support re the location and construction of new designated 

passing spaces, and repair to existing damaged passing spaces, to prevent 

further damage to the wildlife verges and residents’ driveways & property. 



iii. Feasibility studies with a view to introducing educative signage. E.g: ‘Single 
track for 2 miles, not suitable for heavy vehicles’; ‘Narrow lane – not suitable 

for through traffic’. 

 
Parish Councillors and residents together support the establishment of Quiet 

Lane pilot schemes enabled by voluntary action in lanes meeting statutory 

requirements, including: 

• Consultation with and involvement of residents and businesses;  

• The creation of ‘Verge Protection and Maintenance Plans’ with maps 

designating dangerous ‘hot spots’, actual and proposed passing spaces; 
verges requiring ongoing protection and new signage. 

 

The Parish Council will work collaboratively with neighbouring parishes & 

Sussex Greenways schemes towards the adoption by ESCC of a county wide 
Safe Travel Strategy and Quiet Lanes Policy. 

 

Where required exploration will be made of the possible advantages of bringing 

in independent highways engineers on a pro-Bono basis, or through Corporate 
Social Responsibility [CSR] obligations to help design individual schemes. 

 
The Parish Council aims to facilitate the joint funding of non statutory 

measures though a similar combination of donations, grant applications, local 
fund raising and where possible its own contributions.    

  

In collaboration with other initiatives for safe travel, both within the parish and 
in neighbouring parishes, consideration will be given to the establishment of a 
platform for local business or individuals (through donations, or crowd-

funding), for the sponsorship of and contributions towards Quiet Lanes and 
similar safe travel route-ways and networks.   

  
Following the adoption of County Policy, the Parish Council will seek statutory 

designation of successfully piloted and suitable Quiet Lanes. 

  
 

    ~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NB. For background detail on Quiet Lanes Regulations, local context and 

stakeholders, please see attached QUIET LANES Policy Addendum.  
   

 


