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Burwash Parish Council Planning Committee 
Minutes of the Planning Committee  
Held on the 6th May 2021, at 19.00 

Due to the coronavirus crisis this meeting was held online using Zoom and was recorded. 
 

 

Members Present: Chair Cllr. I Rees, Cllr. A. Stapylton-Smith,  
Cllr. B Wraight, Cllr. R. Franklin and Cllr. D Stemp 

 
 

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 19.00 
There were 2 members of the public present.  
 

 
 

1. Public Time. 

 
Mr. Simon. Bowyer, the developer of the submission for planning at the former Oakley’s Garage site, 
was asked to comment against the neighbour letters submitted on the Rother District Council planning 
portal. More specifically to clarify the traffic flow arrangements regarding the one-way system and 
Highfields, the impact on Cairndale and the alignment with the housing supply survey.  
 
Mr. Bowyer made the following points: 

• It is our understanding that the site hasn’t been used for some time, if the site reverted back to 

commercial use the traffic flow would be significantly increased. 

• Historically the site has been used as a store for cars and a MOT business, the introduction of 7 

dwellings wouldn’t increase the flow of traffic versus the previous use of the site. 

• There is a significant (19 metre) space between the site and the property Cairndale and there 

are significant cover supplied by trees in the gap to screen off the site from the property. 

Cairndale sits on a high level so any proposed development would have some sort of overlooked 

element. 

• The proposed change of use is a dramatic improvement to a business site. 

• Regarding the properties on Highfields, the introduction of 7 dwellings wouldn’t dramatically 

increase the traffic flow. Not my understanding the they would need to use the one-way system 

but I will look into that. 

• Regarding the legal title, this is not a material planning consideration so can’t form the basis of 

refusal. We don’t have any issue with this and are satisfied with the ownership. 

• Cairndale have had rights of access and easement that would be honoured in the new 

development. 

• Overdevelopment: Local planning policy states that sites should be in line with the local area. 

Looking at the high street, terraced houses this is in line. 3 other developers had proposals 

provisionally accepted and then they withdrew due to viability. 7 dwelling is on the boarder of 

viability for us. 

• Loss of employment: Site openly on the market for 3 years. 12 enquiries but no offers for 

commercial use. 

• Impact on AONB: argue that this is an edge of village location so reduces the impact. Followed 

the design guidance in the High Weald Design Guide. Burwash Neighbourhood plan was written 

before this came up for redevelopment. Plan doesn’t totally rule out residential development. 

Doesn’t conflict, brownfield site. 
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• Car Parking: 2 spaces allocated per dwelling. Waiting on ESCC highways report, will forward on 

once received. 

• Affordable Housing: viability report conducted highlighted .8 of affordable development. Not 

viable for affordable housing. RDC are conducting their own viability study at the developer’s 

expense. £33k could be produced in line with this development towards affordable builds. 

• No of Bedrooms: did look at 2-3 bedrooms but wouldn’t be in line with the requirement of the 

angle of the pitch roof. Most would covert the loft anyway. Just doing the work before they do. 

 
Cllr. Rees: Disputed the trees between Cairndale and the site. Some smaller hedging but the site can 
be clearly seen. Noted that Burwash has a glut of 3-4 bed houses, and this proposal doesn’t fit the 
current housing need. 
 

Public Time ENDS 
 

2. Apologies for Absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Lloyd.  
 

3. Disclosures of Interest. 

Cllr. Franklin noted an interest in item 4.a. Oakley’s Garage planning submission. 

Clerk confirmed that Cllr. Franklin would not be eligible to vote on this item. 
 

4. Planning Applications. 
 

a. RR/2020/431/P: Oakley’s Garage, High Street, Burwash, TN19 7HA. 

Clerk confirmed that comments on this application were needed by 12th May. 

Cllr. Rees, Cllr. Stemp & Cllr. Stapyleton noted that they visited the site from the Cairndale 

property that afternoon.  

Vote: 3 Cllrs Object. 1 Cllr Abstain.  

Cllr. Franklin was not eligible to vote due to a declaration of interest in this item. 

Committee submitted the following reasons for the objection: 

i. Proposed entrance to the site would result in increased traffic around the one-way 

system in operation at Highfield. 

ii. The submission does not fit the need identified in the Housing Supply Survey and the 

Burwash Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

iii. Submission warrants a change of use and would be a loss to commercial sites. 

iv. Committee commended the design of the submission. 

Portal Comment Ref: OWPC30187 
 

b. RR/2021/409/P: Strand Meadow – Land to the south west of Burwash, TN19 7BS. 

Amended Plans / Information for review with regards to this application. 

Reserved matters relating to residential development of 30 dwellings (outline permissions 

RR/2017/582/P) (conditions 1, 2 and 3) together with the discharge of conditions 7 (foul and 

surface water drainage), 8 (parking and turning of vehicles), 9 & 10 (archaeology), 13 (Levels) 

and 19 (proposed landscaping). 

Committee voted unanimously that the previous objection stands due to the minimal changes 

submitted to plans not resolving the previously outlined objections. 

Committee voted unanimously to delegate the correspondence on this item to the Clerk. 
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Action: Clerk to write to the planning officer with amended comments. 
 

5. Minutes from the previous meeting. 

Minutes of the previous meeting on 19-04-21 were approved and adopted by Full Council on 06-
05-21. 

 

6. Any Planning Results Received. 

a. RR/2021/48/P: 27 Rother View, Burwash, TN19 7BN. 

b. RR/2021/27/P: Safron Brier, Vicarage Lane, Burwash Common.  

Councillors noted that the Planning Committee supported both applications. 
 

7. Planning Appeals Received. 

a. RR/2020/1798/P: Former Ashwood Nursing Home Site. 

Appeal Number: 2751 lodged 26-03-21. 

Cllr. Rees reported that the as the Planning Committee had commented on this application, 

they are eligible to speak when it come to the local authority committee. 

Currently no detail or number has been given to this appeal. Clerk to circulate to the 

committee once detail had been received. 
 

8. Enforcement. 

No enforcement updates to review. 
 

9. Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

Cllr. Rees reported that the Clerk had been in contact with RDC regarding the changes to the plan 
following the examiner’s report. These were now being completed by RDC and a final check 
would come back to the sub-committee for review before the plan gets ‘made’.  

 

10. Remote Meeting Update. 

Clerk confirmed that the high court have ruled that Council meetings have to return to face-to-

face after 7th May. 

Committee agreed to hold the next meeting at the Parish Rooms and manage the members of 

public by requesting notice in advance of attendance. 
 

11. Information for noting or including on a future agenda. 

• Update on Former Ashwood Nursing Home appeal. 

• Final update on amendments to Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

12. Date of the next meeting. 

Tuesday 25th May 2021 – 7pm – Burwash Parish Rooms. 

 

Meeting ended: 20.02. 
 


