
 
 

          21st October 2021 
Dear Ms Burke  
 

Appeal Ref: APP/U1430/W/21/3274795 / 2756  
Ref: RR/2020/1822/P 
 

Burwash Parish Council (BPC) would like to draw the attention of the inspectorate to the written 
representations submitted regarding each application made by Park Lane Homes Ltd on the land 
known as Strand Meadow or Watercress Fields. For ease of reference, I have enclosed the submissions 
again. 
 

The previous submissions highlight the very grave concerns that BPC and the local community have 
on the suitability of the site, the density of the homes planned, the viability of the plans meeting the 
local housing needs, the lack of affordable units, the protection of the site being within an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and the lack of response by the Appellant to the specific reserved 
matters conditions that were outlined by the local authority when the plan was last refused. 
 

1). Reserved Matters LA Planning Meeting. 
Park Lane Homes Ltd criticise the RDC Planning Committee meeting held virtually on 18th February 
2021 in some detail in their Appeal application. 
 

BPC would like to note that no representative from Park Lane Homes Ltd, nor their Agents opted to 
attend that meeting. This would have allowed the Appellant not only to have presented their case to 
the Committee within the five minutes allocated, but also for the Committee to have asked any 
additional questions which remained unanswered in relation to the application – not least of which 
would have been a confirmation of the status of the affordable housing. Instead, their report was 
presented on behalf of the Appellant by a Planning Officer. The one Committee Member who voted 
in favour of the scheme noted that hearing the presentation read by a trusted planning officer was 
not ideal as it felt as though it were an official report by Rother District Council. 
 

Mention should also be made of the failure of the Officer’s report to make any reference to the 
objections raised by the High Weald AONB Unit. This was a very unusual omission in view of the central 
importance of the impact on the AONB from the proposed development. It is not clear why it had not 
been included, nor the comments from the Housing Department who required more information on 
the affordable housing layout. 
 

2). Statement 3.82 in the Appellant’s Submission. 

 
In a parish of 2,300 residents, where 400-500 residents (and not always the same individuals) have, 
over several years, repeatedly expressed their objections to the various proposals for development 
on this site, it would not be unusual for there to be an overlap between council members and 
membership of local organisations. However, for the purpose of clarity, any councillors who attend 
Burwash: Save Our Fields meetings where current planning issues are discussed do so solely as a 
neutral observer until the Parish Council has debated and decided on their own response to an 



application. All Council members are fully aware of the Nolan principles and all Planning Committee 
meetings are held in the presence of members of the public. 
 

3). Overwhelming community objections to the submitted proposals for development of this land. 
 

The Burwash Neighbourhood Development Plan, which does not allocate any sites (and consequently 
does not allocate the site in question), was approved by the Independent Examiner in May 2021. In 
July 2021 Rother District Council published is Decision Statement for the plan to go to referendum. 
The Plan fully reflected the views of the community. 529 Burwash parish residents responded to the 
Stage 14 Pre-Submission Consultation with 501 (94.7%) supporting the Plan, 13 (2.6%) not supporting 
and the remaining 15 (2.84%) not indicating either way. This is an extraordinarily high response and 
support rate and reflected both the unsuitability of the site and its unfortunate planning history. 
 

At the end of July 2021, the Appellant applied for a Judicial Review to overturn Rother District Councils 
decision to accept the report of the Independent Examiner that the Plan met Basic Conditions and 
demanded that the Referendum be halted. This appears to be a clear attempt to override the views 
of the community, Burwash Parish Council, Rother District Council and the Independent Examiner. 
 

4). The issue of Affordable Housing. 
 

All affordable housing was removed from the Full Planning Application which was refused in January 
2019 and also turned down on Appeal in July 2019. 
 

The Appellants agent confirmed at a BPC meeting held in public in November 2019 that there could 
be no affordable housing at this site based on the Viability Assessment previously submitted. 
 

On 3rd February, the Appellant’s agent confirmed to me that the Viability Assessment, which 
supported their claim that there could be no affordable housing, remained unchanged. It was 
repeatedly explained by both the Appellant’s agent and the Planning Department that the Reserved 
Matters Application as presented did not need to and should not address the issue of affordable 
housing, notwithstanding the fact that removal of affordable housing had previously required a Full 
Planning Application to be submitted in 2018. Council members on the Rother District Council planning 
committee have noted that the outline permission was given based in no small part on the evidence 
that affordable housing would be offered. 
 

As the elected body representing the parish and the local people, BPC have submitted full responses 
to every single application made in reference to this land by Park Lane Homes Ltd, despite sometimes 
being faced with time wasting requests of information and re-submissions where one car parking 
space had been moved.  
 

We very much appreciate your time in reading this letter and the previous BPC responses. 
 

Kind regards 
 
 
Emma Neil 
Clerk & RFO 
Burwash Parish Council 
M: 07375 809 660 
E: parishclerk@burwashpc.org.uk 
 

Cc: Cllr. Robert Franklin 
  Mrs Sarah Shepherd, RDC Planning Officer 
 Mr Ben Hook, RDC Director of Pace & Climate 
 Cllr. John Barnes 
 Cllr. Eleanor Kirby-Green 
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