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Provisional Comment 
 

Introduction  
1) Burwash: Save our Fields (known in this objection as the group) is a group that seeks to 

support the local community and involves its members with both local and national 
planning issues. Its main aim is to protect the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, a national asset of the greatest importance for our generation and future 
generations. Part of that aim is to protect the dark skies in and near Burwash Parish and 
the peace and quiet of the countryside, both during the day and at night. Where 
appropriate the group comments on planning applications and appeals in neighbouring 
parishes.  

2) The group is, however, currently supporting developers at three sites in Burwash Parish. 
It supports local businesses and local events. However, that is after a balance of factors 
has been considered. In this application, those balancing factors come down firmly 
against the proposed application. 
Comments on the form 

3) At paragraph 6 of the applicant’s form, the applicant is not seeking a Lawful 
Development Certificate for the matter subject to the condition imposed on 2 October 
1980 that the development is ‘only for private use’ This  means the condition will remain. 
It can be inferred the filling in of paragraph 6 was an error.  
Comment on the merits 

4) It very regrettable that the breaches have been so persistent and over such a long period. 
No regret has been shown.  

5) The neighbours are right to be concerned about the dangers of development of this site. 
They are rightly concerned about noise pollution, light pollution and traffic issues.  

6) The site is a wildlife haven.  
7) This site occupies one of the most important, remote and peaceful parts of the High 

Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It is rare for an area to have no man made 
sounds. There is normally no road or agricultural noise. The magical quietness is 
supplemented by the noise only of the wildlife.  

8) At the moment, the use of the use of the area for fishing is compatible with retaining the 
beautiful peace of the area, if suitable conditions were imposed.  

9) The dark skies policy is very important for this area. It is noted that Rother District 
Counsel licensing authority imposed a condition that the cameras on the site for security 
had to be inferred to prevent light pollution.  

10) More information is required about whether there has been any enforcement in the 
relevant time period and whether Rother has any other power than refuse or grant the 
application. It is believed that no other power exists.  



11) One of our District Councillors is making enquiries. It is hoped the case officer will help 
with this enquiry. The group will wait until more is known before a final comment can 
be made by the group  

12) However in the future, Rother needs to be alert to prevent any further breaches.  
 
Robert Banks 
Burwash: Save our Fields 


