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Red Cross hut site, Highfields, Burwash TN19 7HE 

RR/2021/2075/P 

Case Officer Mark Cathcart 

Submission by Burwash: Save our Fields 

Objection 

  

Introduction and comments 

1 Burwash: Save our Fields (known in this objection as the group) is a group that seeks to 
support the local community and involves its members with both local and national 
planning issues. Its main aim is to protect the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, a national asset of the greatest importance for our generation and future 
generations. Part of that aim is to protect the dark skies in and near Burwash Parish and 
the peace and quiet of the countryside, both during the day and at night. Where 
appropriate the group comments on planning applications and appeals in neighbouring 
parishes.  

2 The group is, however, currently supporting developers at three sites in Burwash Parish. 
It supports local businesses and local events. However, that is after a balance of factors 
has been considered. In this application, those balancing factors come down firmly 
against the proposed application.  

3 It is noted that there has been no consultation with the Parish Council or the local 
community about the proposal. Although the owner promised to consult with the 
neighbour, Darren Tasker, no consultation was undertaken. There has also been no pre-
planning advice sought.  

4 It is also noted that the application form says the new building is two residential units 
whereas the plan shows one housing unit. It appears the applicant has confused 
residential units with the number of bedrooms. This perhaps indicates the care that was 
taken to draft this application.  

5 It is claimed at para 3.3 of the Planning Statement that ‘the external timber cladding 
replicates the use of materials in the site’s vicinity’. There is no timber cladding in the 
housing nearby.  

6 It is claimed at para 3.1 of the Planning Statement that the mobile home will be 
stationed in the position of the present hut. It is noted the application form indicates at 
section 17 that the floor space will be increased from 36 square metres to 72 square 
metres.  

The change of use application 

7 The site is currently an office after a conversion from a hut to an office was made. No 
use of the office has been made. There have been a number of people who have 
approached the owner to use the building for commercial use. The owner is known to 
have blocked all those approaches.  

8 There has been no application for change of use. Until that application is made, this 
application should be refused.   
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9 It is claimed at para 2.6 that it would be impractical to convert the building for 
business/commercial use. That statement is false as the conversion has already taken 
place and prospective tenants exist.  

Reasons for rejecting the applications 

10 The reasons for rejecting the applications include:  

11 The adverse impact on the beauty and integrity of the High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. This has been re-emphasized in the new National Policy Framework 
2021. It remains in the Core Strategy. The Inspector’s report in November 2020 at paras 
3-11 and 19 state this objection well and nothing has changed since. Rother District 
Council should not undermine these findings.  

12 The design is wholly unsuitable. Reliance is placed on ‘HG’ policies. These were repealed 
when the Core Strategy 2014 was enacted, see page 181 of the Core Strategy. This 
means the basis for this application does not exist. It also means that the key policies 
are the High Weald Design guide and the High Weald Management plan. That means 
the building needs to be of a High Weald design. The proposed design is just that of a 
suburban static home. That design is wholly unsuitable for Burwash which is such an 
historic and beautiful village.   

13 The plot is outside the development boundary. This is a contributory factor especially 
as the design is so unsuitable.  

14 There is an adverse impact on the neighbour at 6 Lime Tree Terrace. The present 
building is nearer to his boundary than the Red Cross hut, if the plans are correct. The 
hut is 2 metres away and the proposed building is 1.8 metres away. As the site is a 
relatively large site for one housing unit, it should not be placed so close to the 
neighbour.  

Conclusion 

15 Rother District Council is invited to reject this ill-considered application for the above 
reasons. 

 

Robert Banks  

Burwash: Save Our Fields 

website: www.burwashsaveourfields.org.uk 

email: contact@burwashsaveourfields.org.uk 

facebook: burwashsaveourfields 
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