
Burwash Parish Matters, November 2021  

 
A number of groups and individuals have carried out cleaning, planting and generally tidying up 
the environment. Much of this goes on throughout the year, but there have been some specific 
activities as part of ‘Love Burwash’.   
 
 In addition to the development work being planned for Swan Meadow, members of the 

Burwash Playing Field Association have planted spring bulbs and cleaned the 
playground equipment. 

 
 The Lime Trees in the High Street are looking much more cheerful, thanks to Colin, Julie 

and others who have tended them 
 

 The area around the Scout hut has been tidied up 
 

 Children from the Primary School produced ‘We Love Burwash’ posters which were 
displayed at the Blacksmith’s Tea and Coffee Shop. Environmental education is an 
important part of the School’s curriculum: 
 

The head teacher, Debbie Gilbert, writes:  
 
At Burwash School, we take eco matters very seriously and try to do our bit for the planet. It is a 
subject that is dear to the children’s heart, which is encouraging as they are of course our future. 
 
We have a school council at the school, which is elected annually, and these children hold a 
responsibility for eco matters. Our eco representatives have undertaken a number of initiatives 
over the years such as checking taps are turned off in the toilets on a daily basis, turning lights off 
when they are not being used and collecting crisps packets for recycling. We have also written to 
our milk suppliers and asked that the children’s milk not be delivered in individual cartons with 
straws but instead be delivered in bottles with cups that can be washed up. As a community, the 
children all compost their fruit/veg remains and waste is sorted into recycle bins when they 
dispose of things.  
 
We grow fruit and veg within the school grounds and try and plant things that will attract bees and 
insects - parent helpers provide assistance with this as do our children who attend gardening 
club. The school also has a bird and bee box with live camera feeds so that we can watch the 
activity within them. Children are taught about eco matters in assemblies, at Forest school, at our 
Mallydams residential and during lesson time. 
 
We hope that by educating the children and encouraging good habits at an early stage we will be 
helping to ensure a better future for all. 

.   



 
 Vegetation was cleared along the drive and footpath at the top part of the Burnt House 

Farm lane and cleared along the south side of the A265 for about 40 meters. 
 

 A further length of vegetation was cleared along the same road by members of the 
Burwash Common and Weald Resident’s Association  
 

Lyndsey of the BCWRA writes: 
 
Thank you to all who did come along – you know who you are!  
 
 

 

The picture shows two of our stalwart volunteers 
trimming back the overgrown verge at the junction of 
the A265 and Swing Gate Hill in Burwash Common.  
We now have a nice wide footpath at this point which 
the elderly, disabled and parents with buggies should 
be able to negotiate with greater ease.  It was 
encouraging that there was actually very little litter – 
thanks, I believe, to the on-going efforts of a small 
number of people who pick up litter regularly while 
walking their dogs.  Again, you know who you are.  
The only downside to the day was that we did come 
across a couple of instances of fly-tipping:  we all 
need to discourage the dumping of rubbish not least 
because it encourages others to add to the pile! 
 

 The Litter Pickers concentrated on a layby in Burwash Common 
 
Sam writes: 
 
What a great weather day for Love Burwash. Myself and a couple of  
volunteers cleared up the lay-by at Burwash Common. 
 
It didn’t look too bad at first glance but I ended up taking a car full of 
bin bags to the dump. 
 
There may well have been other activities taking place and I would be  
happy to include details of these in future ‘Matters’ which went to press on 
15th October 
 
Love Burwash isn’t a one-day event, but something we need to think about throughout the year, 
so if you have something you’d like to do to show you ‘Love Burwash’ let us know if we can help. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

In response to the concern over Rother District’s decision not to reopen the 
Public Convenience, the Parish Council has arranged for a temporary 
convenience to be provided and that is now in situ. Before the November 
council meeting, there will be a 30-minute public session for parishioners 
to air their views although it would be useful if questions could be sent to 
the clerk in advance. 
 
Its effectiveness will be reviewed in December, but at the time of writing, it 
is clean and functioning well.   
 

  

 



 
We are starting the discussions over next year's budget and any 
comments/suggestions would be helpful, copies of the budget proposals so 
far are available from the clerk. 

 
 
 

 

Council Meetings are of course open to the public, but their conduct is 
governed by legislation, which means that we have to limit parishioners’ 
involvement to a small amount of time at the start of the meeting. We 
are not permitted to encourage public participation once the formal 
meeting has started. We know that many would like to be more involved 
in debates and decision making and there are other ways of joining in.             

Working Parties, which are not limited by legislation, are a mix of Councillors and Parishioners 
and you would be welcome to join one of these: Travel and Transport, Car Park Development, 
Environment and Maintenance, Community and Communications. Let Emma know if you would 
like to learn more about these. 
 
Another way of becoming involved is to take part in the  
Your Choice, Your View review which is being led by Cllr Keith Lloyd. This is considering how the 
Parish Council presents itself to the community and how it can raise its profile, awareness, and 
involvement to a wider audience in the community. 
If you would like to attend a workshop with your ideas and work with us to develop a plan to help 
us to help you and our community contact Keith at Cllr.keith.lloyd@burwashpc.org.uk 
 
 

The information in the Parish Matters is obtained from the most recent Parish Council Meeting. 
The deadline for publication is 15th of the month before it is due to appear. Some of this information may 

therefore be out of date by the time it is read. 
 

In order to keep up to date with Council decisions, information can be sent to your email in-tray by signing 
up to the e-bulletin. Please contact the Council office if you would like to be added to the circulation list. 

 
If you would like to comment on any of the above items, or would like to receive printed copies of  

Parish Matters and Council Minutes, please get in touch with the  
Parish Clerk: Emma Neil  

 at Burwash Parish Council Office, High Street, Burwash, Etchingham, TN19 7EU 
Email: parishclerk@burwashpc.org.uk or telephone 07375 809 660 
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