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The November Council Meeting began with an opportunity for 
parishioners to voice their concerns over plans to reconfigure the 
Car Park and demolish the Public Convenience and we are very 
grateful to all those who turned out and contributed. Those in 
attendance included representatives of local organisations such as 
the Burwash Common and Weald Residents’ Association.   
It was clear that the preferred option of those present was to retain 

the Conveniences, with essential work being carried out to bring them back into use.  This was to be 
regarded as an interim measure until a more permanent solution can be found.  The reconfiguring of the 
Car Park, to allow for a greater number of spaces, and to allocate short and medium term parking, as well 
as spaces for ‘blue badge’ drivers was also raised.  The Council will be taking account of all that was 
discussed and the strength of feeling of those present, when it is addresses these matters at its December 
meeting.  In the meantime, it has re-confirmed its intention to take responsibility for the Car Park from 
Rother District Council and has established a Working Party which includes Councillors and parishioners to 
discuss the way ahead and make recommendations as to a number of issues relating to the future of the 
Public Conveniences and the Car Park. 

Please keep in touch with progress which will be included in the regular e-bulletins, which you can sign up 
to from the Burwash Parish website (burwashparish.org.uk)  
Traffic Calming: East Sussex County Council have approved the grant of up to 
£50,000 for which the Parish Council had applied. The next steps include a 
detailed assessment for replacement signage and final consultations in 
preparation for the making of a Traffic Regulation Order. The grant does 
however recognise the case made for the scheme.  You will be aware that the 
Parish Council has set aside £25 000 for work in the village.  If all the boxes get 
ticked, work will be carried out in 2023.  

The scheme to introduce traffic calming into roads within Burwash Weald and Common is also under 
consideration and will be reported on when the District Council has provided their decisions.  

 

Among other items discussed by the Council was the need to increase the number of 
allotments available in the parish.  At present there are only two, and these are sited 
between the Council Offices and the Fairfield Surgery.  There has been some pressure 
from parishioners who would like to have an allotment and the Council has agreed 
that more provision is necessary.  How it sets about that is not straightforward – what 
is these days? – but it has set aside money in the next financial year to get the ball 

rolling.  This might be by inviting landowners to participate in a scheme to make land available, or by the 
Council purchasing land, although this would be very costly without additional funds being made available. 

The Council does have some small areas of land under its management, but is limited as to how it can be 
used and of course there will need to be full consultation before any decisions are reached.  
 
The Parish Council has made a donation to the Burwash Primary School PTFA to help 
them with the purchase of a defibrillator for the school, which could be used for both 
adults and children.  It is a facility that could also be used by residents of the village who 
live closer to the school than the Village Hall, where the other defibrillator is located, and 
those attending the church.  It will be located near to the vehicular entrance to the 
school  

 



 

 

Thanks to the support of the local community, the Christmas lights will be 
returning to the High Street. For a number of years they have been managed by 
Ann-Marie and Matthew but because of their move, they were unable to do so 
this year, so the Parish Council is very grateful to those who have helped put the 
lights in place and provide the electrical supply.   
It is great to see the Christmas Tree Festival once again in St Bartholomew’s 
(look out for the Council’s tree!) and the return of the Christmas Fair on 
December 1st  Thanks also to the many residents who have put a bit of extra 
sparkle in their windows. 

And finally for this year’s Parish Matters, the Council would like to wish all those who live and work in this 
beautiful area, the best of all Christmasses, in the hope that the year ahead will be better for you and 
those you love than the last one. 

Cllr Brian Newman 
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