
Burwash Business Plan 2022 to 2025 

Introduction 

Burwash Parish Council has responsibility for providing a range of local services 
details of which can be found on the Parish Council website at 
https://burwashparish.org.uk/. In consultation with the community the Council 
also seeks to make improvements to facilities that benefit the local community 
and the environment, helping to maintain the rural character of Burwash 
Parish. 

Operations. 

The council is managed by monthly meetings of the full Council together with 
Committees which help with the councils' operations and a number of Working 
Groups which produce recommendations to the Full Council. The Committees, 
consisting only of Councillors at which members of the public are invited to 
observe, are Planning, Finance, HR and occasional specialist committees such 
as the one regarding Down Meadow. At the Working Groups, parishioners as 
well as councillors meet to discuss ways forward. At present these are: Traffic 
and Transport, Car Park including toilets, Environment and Maintenance, 
Community and Communications and Young Parishioners. These Working 
Groups produce recommendations that are then put to the main Council for 
consideration. The Council intends to produce a number of plans in order to 
track and monitor these activities. 

Planning Committee. 

The Parish Council is producing a Neighbourhood Plan which it hopes will guide 
the development of the Parish. The Council also comments on all Planning 
Applications and is generally guided by the High Weald design guide. The dates 
of Planning Committee meetings are published on the website and advertised 
on the Parish notice board. 

Finance Committee. 

In order to fund a series of projects the council has raised its precept 
considerably over the last three years, but it is now hoped that the budget will 
not require significant increases during this business plan as most of the 
expensive projects will have reached fruition. The finances of the council are 
monitored monthly by the main Council and advised by the Finance 
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Committee. The Council’s monthly spending is incorporated and approved by 
main Council and published in the minutes of the monthly meeting 

Community and Communications Working Group 

The Council has a Community and Communications Working Group which 
consists of both Councillors and members of the public. This group seeks to 
improve all communications with parishioners and also to lead on community 
projects such as the ‘Love Burwash’ campaign to ensure our village and 
hamlets stay tidy and attractive. This group has a budget of £? this year. The C 
& C plan is at SharePoint C & C plan. 

Administration 

The council employs a Clerk/RFO who is the Responsible Officer ensuring that 
all council business is conducted both lawfully and effectively as well as 
monitoring that the finances are reviewed and audited. The Council has an 
office and meeting room which are maintained and the office is open for public 
enquiries on insert times. 

The Council hopes to employ a handyman to carry out simple maintenance 
tasks on a zero hours contract for £15/hour. 

The Admin budget for this year is £?. The Admin plan is at SharePoint Admin 
Plan. 

Environment and Maintenance Working Group. 

Matters relating to the environment and general maintenance are dealt with 
initially by this working group which is available to parishioners as well as 
Councillors and produces recommendations for the main Council. This group 
looks at general maintenance issues and is also concerned with all 
environmental issues such as Biodiversity, Dark Skies and liaising with groups 
such as ‘Wild about Burwash’. The budget for this year is £?. and the projects’ 
plans are at SharePoint Maintenance and SharePoint Environment. 

Human Resources. 

This Committee generally meets with members of the public excluded as it 
deals with the terms, conditions, and salary of the clerk. 

Traffic and Transport Working Group. 



Matters associated with traffic management and safety are dealt with initially 
at this group which makes recommendation to main Council. The main items 
dealt with at this group are the 20mph speed limits in the High Street and 
Vicarage Road and Lane, along with proposals for Quiet Lanes and protection 
of our wildlife verges. This group also deals with footpaths and bridleways and 
it is hoped to produce cycle paths to both Stonegate and Etchingham stations 
by surfacing the bridleways such that they are available for all horse riders, 
pedestrians and cyclists. This group also deals with Speed Watch and other 
requests for traffic management. The plan is available at SharePoint T & T and 
the budget for this year is £?. 

Car Park and Toilets Working Group. 

This group has been formed to deal with all aspects of the takeover of the Car 
Park in the centre of the village from Rother District Council and to deal with 
any management issues that arise from it. The Public Toilets were closed by 
RDC at the beginning of the Covid pandemic, and this Working Group is 
discussing the reopening once they are under the control of BPC and their 
management from then on. It is anticipated that an amount of money will be 
granted from RDC to help with the initial cost and the plan is at SharePoint CP 
& T. 

Young People Working Group. 

This group has yet to have its initial meeting, but it is hoped to focus on the 
needs of young people between 13 and 17 to see what the PC can provide for 
them in conjunction with the other youth and playing field groups in the 
Parish. 

 


