
From: Nigel <williamsnr@btinternet.com> 
Date: 30 May 2022 at 12:22:14 BST 
To: Cllr Dominie Stemp <cllr.dominie.stemp@burwashpc.org.uk> 
Subject: Fwd: Parish Council Planning meeting 14th May 2020 

 Good afternoon Dominie, 
Thank you for talking and listening to me at last week’s Parish meeting in the village hall. As you will 
recall I spoke with you regarding the Bell Inn and the need for the Parish Council to speak with the 
owners John & Tina Bull and see if we can find a way forward to resolve the situation.  
I explained to you that they wished to remain at The Bell, no intentions to sell it on, but would like 
change of use to a house in order that they can improve the accommodation at the property. 
I have spoken with them yesterday, and they would be happy to meet your planning committee 
members, initially for a chat to see if there is a way forward. The pub has been closed since July 2010 
and there is no chance of it ever reopening again. I personally would recommend that you meet 
them at the Bell, then you can see for yourselves how unsuitable it is for being a thriving pub in this 
modern era.  
Please find below an email exchange I had with Robert Banks a couple of years ago regarding the 
future of the Bell.  
I would be very pleased if you could help get the ball rolling again. 
Kind regards, 
Nigel Williams 
07973105011 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: John Bull <bullyemail@sky.com> 
Date: 13 June 2020 at 19:59:33 BST 
To: Nigel Williams <williamsnr@btinternet.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Parish Council Planning meeting 14th May 2020 

 

Best Regards  
John Bull 
07720 469 153 
bullyemail@sky.com 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "williamsnr@btinternet.com" <williamsnr@btinternet.com> 
Date: 12 June 2020 at 15:43:00 BST 
To: John Bull <bullyemail@sky.com> 
Subject: Fwd:  Parish Council Planning meeting 14th May 2020 

  
 
Have a read...... 
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------ Original Message ------ 
From: "williamsnr@btinternet.com" <williamsnr@btinternet.com> 
To: contact@burwashsaveourfields.org.uk 
Sent: Friday, 12 Jun, 2020 At 15:42 
Subject: Parish Council Planning meeting 14th May 2020 

Dear Mr. Banks, 

Thank you for getting back to me last Monday and talking with me in respect of 
the Parish Council Planning meeting held on 14th May 2020. 

As discussed, I said that I would send you information which may assist you in 
having a more balanced view as to how the closure of the Bell Inn at Burwash 
happened.  

At the Parish meeting on 14th May 2020, you made a number of comments and 
assumptions that were factually incorrect in respect of the history of the pub 
and the character of the owner, I have attached an audio copy of what you said 
for your information. (Separate email) 

I was wondering, have you ever used the Bell Inn socially at all? If you had, 
then I am sure you would have noted that it has an exceedingly small trading 
area, no garden and a car park for eight cars at a push! The reason I say this is 
because its trading profile was predominantly wet trade for working men, an 
old fashioned “boozer” supplemented by a small food offering, and without 
considerable investment to make the trading area bigger, it would not be able 
to increase trade levels. 

Regarding the comments you made at the meeting: 

1. You stated that you had “a strong and personal objection for using the 
Bell for housing at this stage”. Can you explain to me why you have 
this strong and personal objection? I don't ever recall you posting an 
objection at the time. There is no application by the owner, so nothing 
for you to object to. Why would you object to something that has not 
been applied? I formed the opinion listening to you that you were 
threatening the Parish Council, of course I may have misconstrued 
your intentions. 

2. Regarding the history of the Bell Inn, you stated that “were likely to 
have been a pub on this site since 1089”, and that it was a “Medieval 
structure of great historical importance”. From research I made whilst 
running the pub, I found out that it was originally a Wealden Hall 
House dating from circa 1609, and became a pub approximately 120 
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years ago, when the original Bell Inn closed at Bell Alley and moved up 
to its current site. 

3. You stated that “the owner was trying to blackmail the village” by way 
of his planning application. I would suggest that this is wholly wrong of 
you to say at that meeting. If you were to look at both applications 
that were made, the first one was an application to make a “change of 
use” and the second one was for “established use” which is a 
legitimate ploy used to get the planning through, and has worked 
many times all over the country. At no time did he try and blackmail 
the village or the District Council. In fact, he spent a lot of money 
getting advice from both solicitors and planning consultants, to effect 
the change. You need to understand the considerable strain the owner 
was under when he closed the business. He had lost thousands of 
pounds trying to keep the pub afloat and needed to get employment 
to support his family (wife & three children). These people did not 
advise him well at the time, and he is now aware of that. At no time 
did he try to run the business down, indeed trade was limited to the 
trading style and size, along with the limited scope to change the trade 
without major investment.  

4. Your suggestion that it would make “a great wedding venue, a great 
restaurant and a great bar”. I would beg to differ! In all the time I have 
known and used the pub (1996-2010), only one wedding reception has 
ever been held there, Karen Bolton and Garfield Davies who had a 
marquee attached to the front of the pub up to the pavement. People 
have popped in for a drink before and after a wedding at the church 
and used the car parking only. The restaurant area / games room has 
seating for sixteen people, ridiculously small. As regards the bar, I 
agree that it was ok, but limited and people’s habits and needs change, 
which made the Bell Inn less attractive to visit. Even funeral wakes 
were generally held in the Bear and Rose and Crown as the Bell Inn 
was too small to cater for them. I recall when Charlie Parker died, a 
regular at the Bell Inn, they held his wake at the Bear as the Bell Inn 
(the family’s preferred venue) could not deal with the numbers 
attending. Village Clubs tended to use the Bear and Rose and Crown, 
and I only recall the British Legion attending the Bell Inn once, they 
preferring the Rose and Crown. 

5. You stated, “that the owner has made little or no effort to sell it 
properly” and that you had “looked at the Estate Agent particulars”. 
How do you conclude that he made no effort to sell it properly? He 
had it valued and listed by a National Licensed Trade specialist Sidney 



Phillips (www.sidneyphillips.co.uk). When I was running the pub prior 
to John Bull (the owner) buying the Bell Inn, there were seven viewings 
only through Fleurets, and five of those seven told me that that it was 
too small, in need of a lot of repair and lacked facilities. One of those 
who viewed was Mike Chappelle who owned the Star at Old Heathfield 
and the Horse and Groom at Rushlake Green at that time. He 
concluded that it was not viable and lacked suitable facilities. 
Enterprise Inns a competitor Pub Co to Greene King also looked at 
buying it for their Tenancy portfolio, but pulled out because of the run 
down state of the property. Eventually it was sold to John Bull for 
£528,360 including VAT. Sidney Phillips had five viewings, none of 
which generated further interest. One of those was an Indian 
Restauranteur who looked at utilising the upstairs accommodation for 
more seating but concluded that the costs were too great to make it 
viable. Another two looked at it with a view to turning it into a house, 
but lost interest I presume when realising it was Grade 2 listed and in 
need of a lot of investment to change the layout. Mike Upton’s son 
Richard did make an offer without viewing the site, but his offer of 
£300,000 was deemed as insulting! I feel sure perhaps that you would 
think that as well.  

6. Finally, what do you mean by “don’t give in to grot spot blackmail”? I 
have been in the Licensed Trade for over thirty years and can tell you 
that John Bull was very naïve buying this pub, and did not research 
what is required to make a success of a business in this sector and how 
the trade is moving away from liquor towards food and 
accommodation. He tried his best and was an affable host, his beer 
and food was good and he has learnt the hard way by losing a 
substantial amount of money. When he bought the pub he was still 
working in London as he had to give notice, then he ran the pub for 
over two and a half years before going back to work in London to be 
able to pay debts incurred in running the pub and ensure his financial 
survival. He regrets selling his home in Bermondsey to follow his 
dream of running his own pub and is trying to rebuild his life. To that 
end he has got a good job and has cleared his debts and wants to 
move on. My personal view is that the Bell Inn is not viable as a pub 
and cannot be changed without massive investment, which would not 
deliver a timely return, it has had three tenants lose their livelihood 
before John Bull bought it. It has been closed for ten years. This 
conclusion is supported by the fact that it has never sold. Within the 
Licensed Trade, there is fear that up to 40% of all pubs are at risk of 
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closure due to the current crisis of Covid 19. Where does that place the 
Bell Inn? This pub has not traded in profit since 2000! 

If you look at the objections to the Bell Inn, they were predominately 
personal attacks on the owner by a couple of parishioners who started a 
petition against the closure of the Bell Inn. These people were Steve 
Moore (currently Vice Chairman of the Parish Council) and Steve Payne 
(known as Stevie Peanut), and it is because of their persistent lobbying 
around the village that the Bell Inn even came to prominence. Could you 
please try and view what happened with a more open mind? I personally 
would like you to meet John Bull or talk with him, and perhaps help him 
to get resolution on the Bell Inn. He is not the person portrayed by some 
people in this village. Nobody at the Parish Council have ever spoken to 
him about the Bell Inn, yet they are talking continually about what may 
happen at the site. Ten years have gone by since it was closed. He is not 
prepared to spend any more money on applications without input from 
the Parish Council and others who can be constructive in getting things 
moving at the Bell Inn.  

My interest in the Bell Inn comes from having used and run the pub 
myself and seen first-hand that it was not a viable/profitable business. 
Subsequently I got involved in defending John Bull having read all the 
lies and miss-information being posted on Rother District Council 
Planning notice by villagers, some of whom were not even customers at 
the pub.  

For your information, the original planning application reference is 
RR/2013/2456/P and the established use application followed on from 
that over three years later. I am sure you can access this planning 
application, and I urge you to read some of the awful and hurtful 
comments made.  

On a personal note, having lived in the village since 1996, I hold 
sympathetic views to yourself in respect of our village, but over the 
years we have become a dormitory village and I do know that we will 
never attract businesses to our village unless they can be profitable, 
hence where we are today. We need to come to terms with the fact that 
we are really lucky to still have two pubs, however I believe we may also 
lose the Rose and Crown when Mireille leaves. 

I will send items relating to the Bell Inn by separate email attachments.  



I would be glad to speak with you again should you care to, and I wish 
you all the best. 

Kind Regards, 

Nigel Williams 

07973105011 
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