
27th May 2022


THE BELL INN, BURWASH. 


I am writing this while it’s still fresh in my mind, for the planning committee to read before the next 
planning meeting in early June.


A couple approached me at the parish assembly on Thursday evening, and they informed me that 
they were former tenants of the Bell Inn, well over 12 years ago. A nice couple, who live in Rother 
View, Burwash. They left the pub, which was with Green King at the time, as they realised they 
were not making a living out of running a pub.


They told me about the subsequent tenants - who are now their friends  (and the current 
occupants of the now closed Bell Inn), and how it was very unfortunate that they shut the pub 
without going through the proper channels. They were losing a lot of money and could not afford 
to keep the pub open. A decision they regret, and apparently they had a falling out with the parish 
council and many Burrishers. They hardly venture out into the village anymore, as a result. They 
apparently received unpleasant letters - they said. Obviously I was not on the council at the time, 
so I have no idea of any correspondence between the parties.


Anyhow - they would like to put the past to bed, and would like to ‘have a new conversation’ with 
BPC, about their future plans for the ‘pub’. Mindful of the need for housing in Burwash, they want 
to turn it into 2/3 dwellings (it’s listed by the way, so I don’t see how that will happen!). It does 
have a car park at the back. From what I could gather, it seems, they have proven that the pub 
was losing money and had they gone through the proper channels, they would have been allowed 
a ‘change of use’ (something which The Black Duck? in Rushlake Green? did).


All they want, apparently is to be invited to have a conversation with the planning committee, and 
could the council write a letter to them by way of starting the conversation.


Anyhow I said I would relay all this back to the council.


From Cllr Stemp



