
Burwash Parish Matters, July 2022  

Jubilee Celebrations 
 

 

 

Huge congratulations are due 
to all those who organised the 
many Jubilee activities across 

the Parish, and who worked so 
hard to hang bunting, plant 

flowers, bake cakes, run stalls, 
serve refreshments, organise 

the street party, donate prizes 
and generally bring a lot of fun 

and community spirit to 
Burwash on this special 

occasion. 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Finance 

The Parish Council is accountable to Parishioners and the District Council for the management of its affairs.  
This includes an annual audit of its finances and procedures, which is carried out by an external auditor.  I 
am pleased to report that the first part of the annual audit for the last financial year has been carried out 
with no qualifications.  The final part of the audit will now be conducted and the public can request to view 
the prepared accounts from Monday 20th June to Friday 29th July. 
 

Young Parishioners 
Unfortunately we have had to put on hold our plans to improve facilities for young people in the Parish. 
We would like to hear from anyone who might be able to help the Council formulate a plan for this 
important work 

Update on Toilets and Car Park 
We are still waiting for final approval of the transfer of the lease to the Parish Council, but it is hoped that 
this will come to a conclusion very soon. It is very important that the funding promised by Rother District 
Council to accompany the transfer is in place as there will be much to do to get the Toilet and the Car Park 
into good shape.  You may be aware that because of vandalism, the Portaloo which the Council had 
provided as a temporary measure, had to be removed.  The security and cleanliness of the permanent 
toilet, when it is opened, will of course need careful consideration.  In the meantime, the lighting has been 
improved and the borders cleared in readiness for the handover. 

 
Results of the Questionnaire. 

Although there were only 40 responses, out of about 1200 letters delivered, the information provided will 
be useful in deciding what the priorities will be over the coming months, as it is likely they reflect many of 
the views of other parishioners.   
 
Of those who responded, 97.5% rated the Council’s communications as satisfactory or better, with 35% 
rating it as excellent.  The main issues raised were: 
Planning:             

Comments related to issues of Housing, meeting local needs and protection, environment (AONB),   
representing resident’s views in planning applications 

Environment:      



    Comments related to AONB, litter control, improving links between communities, appearance of the 
    village, allotments, community environment projects such as planting of fruit trees 
Traffic, Road Safety, Parking:   
     Comments related to parking and car park use, road maintenance, cycle paths, traffic calming                          
Toilets:  
    Comments related to the opening up of the public toilets 
Parish Council:  
    Comments related to nature of public involvement in council meetings, promotion of the Village to 
    visitors, community support for the lonely, view the parish as a whole and not centred on the village, 
    limit precept to 3%, publicise access to the individual Councillors, watch costs such as paper for printing,  
    improve the website and many responses were very appreciative of the work of the Parish Clerk. 
Other: 
    Comments related to facilities for young people, maintenance of Playing Field facilities, provision of a 
    generator, in the event of an emergency. 

 
The results will be forwarded to the relevant Working Parties for their responses. It was accepted  
that many, if not most, of the comments were already recognised by the PC and incorporated into  
their plans and actions.  In general, it was felt that a more regular ‘Newsletter’ would be a good way of 
communicating what the PC was doing and how it was responding to the needs and wishes of the 
community.  The frequency, costs and means of delivery of this would need to be discussed. 
 

Village gates 
You may recall that The Parish Council was considering installing ‘Gates’ beside the main road where the 
speed limit will change to 20mph. This is something other villages and towns have done. The report from 
East Sussex County Council indicates that is against such a scheme and the Council is having to rethink this 
part of the Traffic Calming scheme.  The initial number of 16 locations would also be excessive and very 
costly.  Once the Council has discussed this more fully, their revised proposal will be shared with the 
communities. 
 

Update 
Despite the developers of the Oakleys Garage site responding positively to the modification of their plans 
required by Rother District Council (RDC), they are unable to proceed because of further demands being 
made on them by RDC.  No date can be set for the start of the work until this is resolved.  The Parish 
Council are in support of this development and frustrated that the District Council is delaying the 
development of this site. 

Know your Councillors 

 

Brian Newman is chair of the Communications Working Party and a member of the 
Finance Committee.  He is responsible for editing the monthly 'Parish Matters' 
which appears in the Parish Magazines and elsewhere.  He is a member of the 
Burwash Community Investment Company which established the Blacksmith's Tea 
and Coffee Shop and supports other local initiatives.  He was Head Teacher of a 
local primary school and a magistrate. His main interest outside of the Council is in 
music making, singing with and occasionally conducting choirs and orchestras. 

  

The next Full Council meeting is on Tuesday 12th July at the Parish Room.  

If you would like to comment on any of the above items, or would like to receive printed copies of 
Parish Matters and Council Minutes, please get in touch with the Parish Clerk: Emma Neil 

at Burwash Parish Council Office, High Street, Burwash, Etchingham, TN19 7EU 
Email: parishclerk@burwashpc.org.uk or telephone 07375 809 660 


